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Dutchess Tourism Receives Accreditation 

 
 

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY– Destinations International has awarded Dutchess Tourism, Inc. a Destination 
Marketing Accreditation Program (DMAP) seal in recognition of their commitment to industry 
excellence, and meeting industry standards of performance and accountability among destination 
marketing associations (DMOs) around the world. Dutchess Tourism President & CEO Mary Kay Vrba 
and Vice President Melaine Rottkamp attended a special recognition ceremony for DMAP recipients 
at the Destinations International Annual Convention in Montreal, Canada on July 12th, 2017. 

The accreditation program requires a destination to successfully comply with a multitude of 
mandatory and voluntary standards that span a variety of performance areas to gain this 
designation. The standards cover nearly all aspects related to the management and marketing of 
destination organizations including governance, finance, human resources, sales, communications, 
destination development and research.   There are less than 200 DMOs world-wide who have earned 
this important achievement. 

Dutchess Tourism, Inc. is an independent 501c6 non-profit organization and is the officially 
designated destination marketing organization for Dutchess County. Vrba noted, “This was a long 
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and arduous process but as an organization, we are always striving for excellence and this DMAP 
certification further validates the work we passionately do to support the important economic 
growth and quality of life commitment we make to Dutchess County and the Hudson Valley Region.”  

DTI’s success, to that end, is highlighted in a recently released report from Tourism Economics, an 
Oxford Economics Company, which shows tourism spending in Dutchess County increased 7.6% over 
2015 to more than $568 million in 2016. This is the seventh consecutive year spending has increased 
and the one with the largest annual jump. Tourism continues to be a major economic driver for 
Dutchess County. More than 4.75 million people visited the county last year which generated $40.9 
million in local taxes and $31.7 million for New York State.  

DTI Board Chair Denise Doring VanBuren said, “Dutchess County is fortunate to have Mary Kay and 
her team of professionals who work tirelessly to promote the tourism assets of the county.” She 
added, “The accreditation process helped us formalize many of the things we were already doing and 
was an important exercise to ensure our growth and continued success as a professional and 
respected destination marketing organization.” 

Dutchess County Executive Marcus J. Molinaro further touted Dutchess Tourism’s effectiveness: “I 
have witnessed first-hand the behind the scenes work they do on behalf of this county and the many 
small businesses that rely on tourists coming to the area. The economic development value Dutchess 
Tourism brings to the area cannot be understated.” In 2016, tourism related employment in 
Dutchess County jumped 9.5% over 2015 to 10,484.  

 

ABOUT DUTCHESS TOURISM, INC. 

The DTI office is located at 3 Neptune Road in the Town of Poughkeepsie with 19 Tourism 
Information Centers located around Dutchess County. Their website is www.DutchessTourism.com 
and they can be reached at 845-463-4000. Follow Dutchess Tourism on Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube. Dutchess County Tourism was founded in 1984 under the 
umbrella of the Dutchess County Economic Development Corporation, became incorporated as 
Dutchess Tourism, Inc. in 2014 and is partially funded by monies received from the County of 
Dutchess.  

 

ABOUT DESTINATIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Destinations International (formerly Destination Marketing Association International) is the world’s 
largest resource for official destination organizations, convention and visitors bureaus (CVBs) and 
tourism boards. Destinations International is about serving destination marketing association 
professionals first and foremost. Together with more than 4,700 members and partners from nearly 
600 destinations in approximately 15 countries, Destinations International represents a powerful 
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forward-thinking, collaborative association; exchanging bold ideas, connection innovative people and 
elevating tourism to its highest potential. For more information, visit 
www.destinationsinternational.org. 
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